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Oct. 7: Attorney General Rogelio Cruz told reporters that four persons were arrested in connection
with a plot to overthrow the government. Two other suspects escaped. According to Cruz, former
Panamanian Defense Forces (PDF) officers were involved in plans for a coup in several parts of
the country. He said the former officers have created "subversive cells," and their activities are
supported by "politicians, student groups and labor organizations." Oct. 8: Cruz released the
names of the four men accused of planning a coup: former PDF members Carlos Saldana and
Alcibiades Rodriguez de la Cruz, and civilians Rodrigo Perez and Jorge Sanjur. Prior to his arrest,
Saldano requested political asylum at the Costa Rican Embassy. Cruz said plans for the coup were
discovered in September following investigation of several former military personnel arrested in
Veraguas department. He said the detained persons reported that Saldana headed an outlaw band
responsible for several bank robberies. The stolen money was to be used for weapons acquisition.
The attorney general said the conspirators planned to occupy several national police headquarters
once they had obtained sufficient armaments and support. Oct. 9: A government spokesperson
said Cruz and Interior Minister Juan Chevalier had received death threats. Julian Melo Burbua, a
former PDF major, told reporters that he and his ex-military officer colleagues are not interested in
coup plots. In a recent meeting of former officers, he said, participants rejected any type of armed
resistance to the current administration. According to Melo Burbua, the arrest of the four men
earlier in the week constituted a "witch hunt." (Basic data from AFP, 10/07/91, 10/09/91; AP, ACANEFE, 10/08/91; Notimex, 10/09/91)
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